City of Atkins, Iowa
February 24, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes

Mayor Brian Cruise called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Council members Kevin DeMeulenaere, Dave Fisher, Jeremy Rolando, and Bob Stolen answered roll call. Council member Trevor Dursky was absent.  City Administrator Scott Flory was also present.

Motion Fisher, 2nd Rolando to approve the agenda – all aye.

Nate Bechtel with S&J Sanitation addressed the Council regarding the Benton County Landfill closing early the last three weeks therefore not being able to dump.  Bechtel requested the Council consider allowing S&J to begin collections at 5:00 a.m.  For safety reasons of requiring trucks to back up on A Ave to Parkridge Ave, Bechtel also requested that residents on the west side of A Ave place carts on the east side, so all carts are collected on one side of A Ave.  An item will be placed onto a future agenda for discussion and consideration.

Motion Fisher, 2nd Rolando to approve the 2nd Reading of Ordinance #239 adding no parking on certain streets.  Fisher, Rolando, DeMeulenaere, Stolen – aye.

Motion Stolen, 2nd DeMeulenaere to suspend the rules pursuant to Iowa Code Section 380.3 requiring three separate readings of Ordinance #239.  Fisher, Rolando, DeMeulenaere, Stolen – aye.

Motion Stolen, 2nd DeMeulenaere to approve the 3rd Reading of Ordinance #239 adding no parking on certain streets.  Stolen, DeMeulenaere, Rolando, Fisher – aye.

Motion Demeulenaere, 2nd Fisher to approve the 3rd Reading of Ordinance #238 amending the City Code of Ordinances Section 91.06 regarding meter costs.  Stolen, DeMeulenaere, Rolando, Fisher – aye.

Mayor Cruise opened the Public Hearing on proposed FY2025-2026 Budget Amendment #1 at 6:12 p.m.  City Administrator Flory reviewed top items being amended.  Mayor Cruise closed the Public Hearing at 6:13 p.m.

Motion Rolando, 2nd Fisher to approve Resolution 2026-02-02 approving the proposed FY2025-2026 Budget Amendment #1.  Fisher, Rolando, DeMeulenaere, Stolen – aye.

Motion Fisher, 2nd Rolando to approve a proposal from Fusebox Marketing for a new city website and design – all aye.

Motion DeMeulenaere, 2nd Rolando to approve Resolution 2026-02-03 authorizing city staff to list real property owned by the City of Atkins, located at 619 High Point Dr and establish certain parameters regarding the sale.  Stolen, DeMeulenaere, Rolando, Fisher – aye.

City Administrator Flory and Mayor Cruise gave their reports.

Motion Fisher, 2nd Stolen to approve the consent agenda items including the claims list, and the February 17, 2026 Special City Council meeting minutes – all aye.
Council member Fisher congratulated City Administrator Scott Flory for reaching his one-year anniversary with the city and thanked him for all the work he has completed within the year.  Fisher requested that the Council set a work session to discuss a plan of action on the list of deficiencies reported on the most recent Iowa DNR water treatment audit.  Council will hold a work session at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2, 2026.

Motion Stolen, 2nd Fisher to enter into closed session at 6:40 p.m. pursuant to Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(i), “to evaluate the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring,
performance, or discharge is being considered when necessary to prevent needless and
irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual requests a closed session.”  Stolen, DeMeulenaere, Rolando, Fisher – aye.

Motion Stolen, 2nd DeMeulenaere to return to regular session at 6: 59 p.m.  Stolen, DeMeulenaere, Rolando, Fisher – aye.

Motion DeMeulenaere, 2nd Fisher to approve Resolution 2026-02-04 hiring David Schrier as the City of Atkins Public Works Director/Water & Wastewater Superintendent.  Fisher, Rolando, Stolen, DeMeulenaere – aye.

Motion Fisher, 2nd DeMeulenaere to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. – all aye.
