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A D V I S O R Y  

C O M M I T T E E

The Committee’s stated goal, “Gather information to rebuild the 
Atkins Fire Station that meets the community and Rural Fire 
District needs and to enable a sound decision for today and the 
future with a capacity of 20 years and expected life span of 50 
years. Meeting codes and standards required which apply to this 
critical infrastructure building.”

• Mayor Bruce Visser

• Mayor Pro-Tem Samantha Petersen

• Mayor Pro-Tem/Citizen Heather Rinderknecht

• Fire Chief Dan Rammelsburg 

• Assistant Fire Chief Dave Kurka 

• Planning and Zoning Chair Gordy Jacobsen

• City Administrator Kelly Groskurth

• Tom Gruis with East Central Iowa Council of Governments

• Solum Lang Architects Al Buck and Elyse Garlock
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THE PROCESS 3
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P R O C E S S

• 9 potential sites: 
• Mayor Visser, City Engineer Nick Eisenbacher, and Public Works Department: Todd Damon, Jarrod Tomlinson, and Mike Rammelsburg

• Team Reviewed:

Water Access

Sewer Access

Storm Water

Street Connectivity

Traffic Flow: Traffic Flow, Safety Turning onto street, Safety getting to Parkridge

Type of Neighborhood (Residential, Commercial)

Flood Plain

• Determined 4 Potential Sites are Viable:

• Architect and Advisory Committee reviewed  each site
• Developed Concepts for each site

• Reviewed

Water Access

Sewer Access

Storm Water

Street Connectivity

Traffic Flow: Traffic Flow, Safety Turning onto street, Safety getting to Parkridge

Type of Neighborhood (Residential, Commercial)

Flood Plain

Parking 

Ability to expand

• Analyzed Pros and Cons of each site

• Narrowed sites to 2 
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P R O C E S S
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• Determined 2 Viable Sites
Architect and Advisory Committee reviewed  each site
• Developed Multiple Concepts for each site

• Reviewed with Each Concept
Water Access
Sewer Access
Storm Water
Street Connectivity
Traffic Flow: Traffic Flow, Safety
Flood Plain
Parking 
Ability to expand

• Analyzed Pros and Cons of each site
• Architect Recommendation of City Hall City



H I S T O R I C A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

• Original Fire Station was constructed in 1992 (30 years)

• City Population in 1990 was 637  (236 houses)

• City Population in 2020 is 2,050  (722 Houses)

• Projected population in 2030 is 3,040 per the 2016 Comprehensive Plan
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H I S T O R I C A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

City of Atkins Comprehensive Plan 2016



DESIGN TEAM

Solum Lang Architects 

Snyder & Associates Civil Engineers

M2B Structural Engineers

Design Engineers

13



2020

▪ AUG – DERECHO

▪ AUG – BEGAN WORKING WITH FEMA

2021

▪ FORMED THE FIRE STATION COMMITTEE

▪ JANUARY– INITIATED SITE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

▪ MARCH – NARROWED SITE OPTIONS TO NINE LOCATIONS

▪ MAY/JUNE – INTERVIEWED ARCHITECTS & HIRED SOLUM LANG ARCHITECTS

▪ SEPT – BEGAN WORK WITH DESIGN TEAM & COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP SITE & BUILDING 

PROGRAMS

2022

▪ APRIL – FINALIZED CONCEPTS FOR TWO SITES

▪ MAY – RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL

ATKINS FIRE STATION – TIMELINE
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CONS

▪ $70,000.00 HIGHER COST

▪ TEMPORARY DISRUPTION TO 

PARKING AT LIBRARY / CITY HALL

PROS

▪ CLEAR FRONT ENTRY

▪ PRESENCE ON  PARK RIDGE

▪ POTENTIAL FOR EXPANSION

▪ LOCATED IN BUSINESS AREA

▪ CURB APPEAL

▪ EXIT ONTO SECONDARY ROAD

▪ SUFFICIENT PARKING (40+ SPACES)

▪ EXISTING GRADES

▪ OPTIMIZES PARKING LOT LAYOUT

▪ CITY OWNS PROPERTY

ATKINS FIRE STATION – CITY HALL SITE CONCEPT (RECOMMENDED)

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST: $4,151,698.00

BUILDING AREA:  12,200 SF

15



ATKINS FIRE STATION – CITY HALL SITE CONCEPT (RECOMMENDED)
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E S T I M A T E D  T O T A L  P RO J E C T  C O S T

Estimated Cost: $4,151,698.86  

Cost of Issuance $     90,000.00

Less: Insurance $   600,000.00

Less: Grant – FEMA $   433,000.00

Estimated City Cost $3,208,698.86

Estimated Bond Total: $4,570,000.00
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