
City of Atkins Iowa 
City Council Minutes Regular Council Meeting 

St. Stephens Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 303 Third Ave and Online 
March 1, 2021 

Mayor Visser called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Spading, Svejda, Robison, and 
Rinderknecht.  Also present were Todd Damon – Public Works Director, Groskurth – Interim City Clerk, 
Amber Bell, EJ Bell, Connie Drahos, Barb Brandt, Jeremy Chihak, Jane Warbly, and other members of the 
public.  

Robison moved to approve consent agenda.  Spading seconded.  Ayes:  Spading, Svejda, Robison, and 
Rinderknecht.  Consent agenda included minutes of November 23, 2020, December 07, 16, 21, 2020, 
January 4, 18, 2021, and February 01, 12, and 15, 2021 and list of bills as follows:  

Access Systems Leasing Equipment Lease/Copiers 413.09 
Alliant Energy Utilities 10,291.05 
Atkins Lumber Co. Inc.  Ice Melt 61.95 
Atkins Telephone Co.  Phone 565.43 
Benton Co. Auditor Law Enforcement 5,850.00 
Chem-Sult, Inc. Chemicals 1,992.72 
Creative Technologies Eldorado Software Support 895.00 
Delta Dental Dental 305.84 
Dinges Fire Co. Fire Gear – Boot  299.95 
Duball, Pamela Office Assistance 645.00 
EFTPS Payroll Taxes 1,630.21 
Gazette Comm, Inc.  Legals 611.28 
Global Filters Filter Bag Polyester  182.50 
Groskurth Kelly Office Assistance 8,890.00 
Hach co. supplies 251.21 
Harn R/O systems VITEC 500 LB Drum 1,880.00 
IPERS Retirement 2,590.20 
John Deere Financial Plbg Chem Lines Water Plant 61.11 
Richard Lange Office Plant 1,260.00 
Poweshiek Water Assoc Utility  72.50 
Sandry Fire Supply  Equipment 320.00 
Snyder & Associates Stone Ridge Addition 2,958.00 
TSHIGGFRI Excavating, 
Co. Water Line Repair 4,079.70 
Vinton Livewire Employee Ad 98.00 
Vinton Newspapers Employee Ad 104.00 
Waste Management Garbage Contract 12,380.15 
Wellmark BC/BS  of Iowa  March Health 2,958.01 
Net Payroll Feb. 19, 2021  6,068.70 

  67,715.60 
   
   

Mayor Visser opened public hearing concerning the Proposed Property Tax Levy, Fiscal year ending June 
30, 2022 at 7:05 p.m.  Mayor Visser read written comments received from Katherine Nelson.  Oral 
Comments were received by Amber Bell, Ej Bell, Connie Drahas, Barb Grant, Jeremy Chihak, and Jane 



Warbly.    Council member Spading addressed public regarding the importance of correcting the things 
we have discussed the last several years and to stop kicking the can down the road.  Mayor Visser, 
thanked public for their input and closed public hearing at 7:28 p.m.   

Spading moved to adopt Resolution 831 approving the Maximum Property Tax Levy, Fiscal Year July 1, 
2021 – June 30, 2022 (FY22) for the City of Atkins, Iowa.  Rinderknecht seconded.  Ayes:  Robison, 
Svejda, Rinderknecht, and Spading.  Nay:  Vacant Seat.  Motion Carried.  

Svejda moved to adopt Resolution 832 intent to fill vacancy on city council by city council appointment.  
Spading Seconded.  Ayes:  Svejda, Rinderknecht, Spading, and Robison.  Nay:  Vacant Seat.  Motion 
Carried.  

City Budget FY 22 discussion:  Sheriff Tippet discussed options of increased law enforcement.  Budget 
timeline was discussed.   Robison moved to set budget work session to be March 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
Spading seconded.  Ayes:  Svejda, Rinderknecht, Spading, and Robison.  Nay: Vacant Seat.  Motion 
Carried.   

Mayor Visser updated council regarding City Code Official, Inspector, Zoning Administrator.  Informed 
that he had met with ECICOG, Fairfax inspector, and previous inspector.  

Spading moved to indicated historical significance of Old Water Tower at 1st Street and 2nd Avenue as 
required by state with a plaque.  Robison seconded. Svejda, Rinderknecht, Spading, and Robison.  
Motion Carried.  

Mayor Visser gave council storm recovery update.  Library is close to completions.  Looking for a way to 
utilize while waiting for windows to arrive.  There will be down time during and immediately following 
the move.  RFP to go out soon for Tree removal.  Damon informed the Antennas on old water tower will 
be removed tomorrow.  Process to rebuild fire station was discussed.  FEMA and Iowa Homeland 
Security are working with city and are considered grants.   

Damon gave public works update.  Phase one of membranes replacement has been completed.  New 
public works employee began last Monday and is well trained from previous experience.  Snowmelt has 
been occurring in manageable way.   

Public input: Council member Svejda discussed sheriff’s reports.  A. Bell and EJ Bell spoke. 

Spading moved to adjourn.  Robison seconded.  Ayes:  Rinderknecht, Spading, Robison, and Svejda.  
Motion carried.  

Adjournment time:  8:44 p.m.  

 

__________________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Visser 


